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EVOLUTIONARY WAR
IN AMERICA, the name
commonly given to the
struggle by which the
thirteen English colonies
in America achieved their
independence and laid the
foundations for the great
republic that to-day is a
world power second to
none.
Causes of the War.
The causes which led to
the war were directly due
to an unfortunate policy
of colonial administration
on the part of the British
government. It took the
form of restrictions upon
commerce; of taxation
for the purpose of supporting administrative
policies in which the colonists had no voice;
the establishment of a standing army in
America, partly for the defense of the col-
onies and partly for the repression of the
spirit of independence and democracy. These
restrictions culminated in measures which
were coercive and unconstitutional. (These
measures are given in more detail in the
article united states, subhead History.)
Four Periods. From a military stand-
point, the war may be divided into four
periods, the first coinciding roughly with the
period of political agitation, and including
such events as the Boston Massacre, March
5,1770; the destruction of the Gaspee, June,
1772, and the Boston. Tea Party, December
17, 1773.
Second Period. The second period, which
may be known as the era of independence,
began with the assembling of the provincial
congress in Massachusetts, October, 1774, its
first military event being the battles of Lex-
ington and Concord (April 18 and 19,1775),
and the beginning of the siege of Boston, on
the latter date. On May 10 the colonial force,
consisting of Green Mountain Boys under
the command of Ethan Allen and regulars
under Benedict Arnold captured Ticonderoga,
and a little later, Crown Point. The Battle
of Bunker Hill, on June 17, was won by the
British at so heavy a cost that it amounted
to an American victory, and was the first
important engagement of the war.
In the fall of 1775, one of the most bril-
liant expeditions of the war was undertaken
 —an invasion of Canada. One force under
General Robert Montgomery proceeded from
Ticonderoga, captured Saint John's after a
siege of fifty days and gained control of
Montreal. Another force under Benedict
Arnold started through the Maine woods to
assist Montgomery in capturing Quebec. The
final assault was upon the last day of the year,
but it failed, Montgomery being killed
Arnold severely wounded, and the Americans
were forced to retire to Crown Point. Boston
fell into the hands of the Americans in March,
1776. The English withdrew, first to Halifax
and then to the vicinity of New York City.
From this time three separate military
movements on the part of the British were
begun. These were the capture of Phila-
dephia, the capital of the United States;
the isolation of New England, by the control
of the Hudson Valley; and the invasion of
the Southern colonies, which were supposed
to be loyal to Great Britain. The third plan
was attempted first, under the leadership of
General Clinton, with the aid of a fleet, but
it met with a disastrous termination, when an
attack upon Charleston, S. C., was repulsed
by an American force in Fort Moultrie (June
28). The second period of the war closed
with the adoption of the Declaration of In-
dependence, July 4,1776.
Third Period. The third period, which
may be known as the period of suspense^
was ushered in by the Battle of Long Island,
August 27, 1776, and the British capture of
New York City, September 15. A few
months later forts Washington and Lee fell
into the hands of the British, and the Amer-
icans were compelled to retreat southward,
hard pressed by General Howe, who aimed
to take Philadelphia. This retreat upon the
part of the Americans disclosed the remark-
able miltary genius of General Washington.
It culminated in two notable victories: one
at Trenton, in which Washington completely
surprised a troop of Hessians in the midst
of Christmas night carousals and captured the
whole force; the other at Princeton, January
3, 1777, by which he compelled the British
practically to abandon the whole state of New
Jersey. During this winter, Lafayette, Baron
De Kalb, Koseiusko and Pulaski arrived in
America with a French force, which was to
be of great service to the Americans in the
pending campaigns.
In the succeeding fall the British began
their campaign for the capture of the Hudson

